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NEXT YEAR: LET’S CHEER FOR ESTHER!

Candle Lighting Times
March 18, 2022…………………….6:44pm
March 25, 2022…………………….6:52pm
April 1, 2022………………………..6:59pm

Friday Evening Services
March 18, 2022……………..7:00pm
March 25, 2022………...No Services
Scheduled
April 1, 2022………………….7:00pm

Shabbat Morning Services - 9:30am
Saturday services are in-person
March 19, 2022
Torah portion of the week…..Tzav
Leviticus 6:1-8:36
Haftorah portion of the week…..Jeremiah
7:21-8:3; 9:22-23
March 26, 2022
Torah portion of the week…..Shemini
Leviticus 9:1-11:47
Haftorah portion of the week…..Numbers
19:1-22; Ezekiel 36:16-38
Join us for Shabbat Services
Via Zoom - Saturday mornings - 9:30 AM

By
Rabbi Jenny
“Celebration is a confrontation, giving attention to
the transcendent meaning of one's actions.”
- Abraham Joshua Heschel

.

This morning after the glorious and hysterical
Purim Spiel last night I can’t help but ponder on the
importance of the tradition of BOOing HAMAN. I also
can’t help but wonder what essence in our character
does this flagrant verbal stoning invoke. Victims of our
own versions of hate and violence, I find it strange
that we Jews find so much joy in a part of the holiday
that highlights the ugliness in human character.
When we look into the story further, the Jews
after Haman’s demise begin to act quite violently and
arrogantly in reaction to their saving. Is this the best
way? Our freedom should not be a cause for the enslavement or judgment of others. We also as Jews are
taught to learn from our faults and seek repentance
through charity and change.
What does BOOing HAMAN do? Why is it fun?
I think in one way it gives power to his ignorant and
trifling energy. Next year, let’s take away his power
altogether. Let’s try something new….Let’s cheer loudly
every time the name ESTHER is read. Let’s teach our
children to celebrate the heroes of our people.

Contacts
Main Phone………………………….…..(815) 741-4600
Email………………………jolietjewish1@gmail.com
Fax………………………………………….(815) 741-9311
Website………..www.jolietjewishcongregation.com
Our address…...…250 N. Midland, Joliet, IL 60435

ADULT HEBREW CLASS
Adult Hebrew class with Rabbi Jenny takes
place on Thursday evenings at 7:00 PM on Zoom.

Presidents Message
Happy Purim!
The religious school students had their Purim Party on Sunday, March 13th.
Robin English did an amazing job teaching all the
students how to make homemade hamantashen.
The students had a fantastic time and, of course,
the hamantashen was delicious. Side comment,
the officer on duty had his first baked hamantashen cookie and absolutely loved it!
We had all the parents involved in running the
games. Watching, the kids participating in all the
games and celebrating Purim, was a pure delight!
That’s what Purim is all about!
Jeanne Lewin spent the entire morning capturing
photos of the Purim Carnival. Please check out
the website and look at our beautiful children.
These children are our future. One day these children will be the ones running this Synagogue!
Rabbi Jenny is planning two Friday night Shabbat
Services that will be conducted by the religious
school children; one student-lead service will be
at the end of April and the other one, in May.
Please plan to attend these student-lead services.
We will celebrate these special services with a
nice Oneg afterwards!
Best regards,
Jan Stone
President

ANNOUNCEMENT
Michelle & Rabbi Rubovits have left the Joliet
community and have moved up north to Lincolnwood
to be closer to immediate family in their golden
years.
Michelle and Rabbi joined our community in
2008 and retired as Rabbi Emeritus in 2020. The
Rubovits’, upon joining our community, immersed
themselves in both the synagogue and general community and quickly became an honored and respected addition to the Joliet area scene. Although Rabbi
contracted as a part-time rabbi; from day one he

worked and participated as if a full-time rabbi. Rabbi
inspired and challenged us to be better persons and
taught us to appreciate a better respect and
knowledge of Jewish history, Torah, and Jewish life,
which is apparent in his very successful “Lunch &
Learn” weekly event. In Rabbi’s wood shop, his artistry made wonderful pieces to enjoy. Rabbi, as a
true professional, even participated as an active
member in the search for our new rabbi.
Michelle taught in our Religious School and
Miss Michelle as she was known was adored by all
her students. Michelle was active in all Temple activities – Hadassah, Sisterhood and the kitchen. If
sweet aromas emanated from the kitchen, it was a
good bet that Michelle was there. Michelle’s dinners,
both at home and at the Temple, were always outstanding with too much good food to enjoy. And
dessert, why have only one dessert, when it’s better
with 2 or 3 which we all enjoyed.
Normally we would have held a great synagogue and community retirement event, but due to
Covid neither 2020 or 2021 was practical, so we
missed the opportunity to publicly express our gratitude.
We thank Rabbi for all of himself he shared
with us and to Michelle for sharing him with us and
for the Rubovits family for sharing them both with all
of us. We have all been privileged to have had the
opportunity to know them professionally and socially
and we are all better people for that opportunity.
Though they have moved away, it’s not so
far for them to share life cycle events with us or for
us to visit them, but we hope they continue as “outof-town” members of our synagogue.
So for now we wish them well and know we
already miss them. From the aromas from Michelle’s
kitchen, to the sounds from Geppetto’s (Rabbi’s)
wood working shop we will remember the great times
and know that our community’s loss will be their new
community’s gain.
Like Bob Hope used to sign off his shows
“thanks for the memories.”
With love from a grateful and honored Temple Family

COVID CORNER - By Gary Trager, M.D.F.A.C.P.
As we all know, case rates and hospitalizations from
covid 19 have been falling for the past several
weeks. Cook and Will counties are currently designated as areas of low virus transmission, based on
the CDCs current benchmarks. This fact is what has
allowed the "mask required" situations to become
"mask optional" situations. The exceptions to this
are persons using public transportation (plane,
trains, buses, etc), unvaccinated persons in indoor
settings and immunocompromised persons (who
are expected to have a poor response to the vaccine) in indoor settings. These groups of persons
should remain masked indoors when away from
their homes.
Speaking of masks, it is now clear that only the N95
and KN95 type masks really protect the user and
the public. Cloth and surgical masks are mostly
decorative. Much remains unknown about long
covid (long hauler's) but, it seems that vaccinated
persons get it less often and for a shorter duration.
Finally, the war in Ukraine will likely result in an
uptick in covid cases in the region due to poor vaccination rate in the country in conjunction with the
effects of hundreds of thousands of displaced people who do not have the basics for health care. It is
a common and sad consequence of war that many
infectious diseases become more common.

Yahrzeits
(Week of March 13-19)
None
(Week of March 20-26)
None
(Week of March 27-April 2)
None
The Yahrzeit light is lit on the evening before
the date noted above.
Yahrzeit lights will be lit on our Memorial Tablets in memory of:
Week of March 13-19: None
Week of March 20-26: William Wolf,
Eugene Melcher
Week of March 27-April 2: None

Hattie & Harry Brown Funds
Recovery
For the Recovery of Mr. Fran Parker
Mr. & Mrs. Marty Stone

Happy Day
In Honor of Mr. Mark Turk on his birthday
Mr. & Mrs. Marty Stone
In Honor of Mr. Hector Martinez on his birthday
Mr. & Mrs. Marty Stone

Memorial
None

Please join us or Lunch & Learn as Rabbi Rubovits
leads the discussion on Thursdays at Noon. We will be
on Zoom only.

SCRIP PROGRAM
A new order form will be included in the next newsletter. Thanks to all who participate in this program

The Hadassah Book Club will meet on Tuesday, April 5 at 7:00 PM on Zoom. We are reading We
Are Not Like Them by Christine Pride and Jo Piazza.
The book is available at the library and as an
e-books.

HELP NEEDED
Our volunteer to pick-up and deliver 3 or 4
boxes from Maot Chitim on Sunday, April 10 has a
conflict. We need a new volunteer. Please call 815922-4065 or the office 815-741-4600 if you can help
out. Thank you.

ONGOING FUNDRAISERS
Joliet Jewish Congregation collects
inkjet cartridges & cell phones to recycle. Please drop them off at the office.
We also have a newspaper recycling
container at the Campbell St. entrance.

HELP THE JOLIET NOON LIONS
Please bring in pop top tabs, old
keys, used glasses & hearing aids and
leave in the office.
Help the Lions help those in need.

Joliet Jewish Congregation
250 N. Midland Avenue
Joliet, IL 60435
(815) 741- 4600
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