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LOVE AND WISDOM: A GOOD START

Candle Lighting Times
November 19, 2021………………....4:10pm
November 26, 2021………………….4:06pm
December 3, 2021`………………….4:04pm

Friday Evening Services
November 19, 2021………….7:30pm
November 26, 2021…...No Services
Scheduled

Shabbat Morning Services - 9:30am
No Services Scheduled for Nov. 27
Saturday services are in-person
November 20, 2021
Torah portion of the week…..Vayyishlach
Genesis 32:4-36:43
Haftorah portion of the week…..Obadiah
1:1-21
November 27, 2021 - No Services S
Scheduled
Torah portion of the week…..Vayyeshev
Genesis 37:1-40:23
Haftorah portion of the week…..Amos
2:6-3:8
Join us for Shabbat Services
Via Zoom - Saturday mornings - 9:30 AM
Contacts
Main Phone………………………….…..(815) 741-4600
Email………………………jolietjewish1@gmail.com
Fax………………………………………….(815) 741-9311
Website………..www.jolietjewishcongregation.com
Our address…...…250 N. Midland, Joliet, IL 60435

RABBI’S ANNUAL MEETING ADDRESS 2021
Welcome Board Members, Officers, and Congregants,

Shema Koleynu Adonai Eloheynu, God Above take
these words that I share and let them be received in
the open hearts and open minds of all.
It has truly been an honor to serve this community for the past year. It has been a year of progress, challenge, change, and growth. I would like to
use this time to thank all of those who have made this
past year in the synagogue an enriching and positive
experience. Even with a few bumps along the way, we
have continued to travel the road together with success.
While formulating a vision for my time at the
Congregation, I was asked to think about the possibilities for our community to bring us forward and for new
members to join our shul with confidence.
I believe in the past year we have made wonderful progress. The following are some examples of
our gains this past year: 1) Updating our website, 2)
reforming the Hebrew curriculum to reflect the needs
of our youth by creatively arranging their Hebrew education in the limited time allocated while including their
families and engaging them all in fun programs 3) welcoming interfaith young new families who are already
busy with their modern lives and modern priorities.
Additionally we sponsored relevant JUF grant programs
by our own members, keeping our hunger for learning
and the need for community connections alive — even
in a pandemic.
Teaching Hebrew and tutoring Bar/Bat Mitzvah students has been a bright spot in my position here. This
year I used my discretionary funds to enable one of
our youth to attend Jewish Summer Camp. I will also
begin a monthly confirmation class for our 7 youth
who have been bar/bat mitzvahed and desire to con-

tinue their connection to our community. Also Teaching Alef-Bet to our adults, or continuing on in this
curriculum, will be included in 2022.

channels we seek.”

In addition, I have re-established bridges
between our community and the Jewish Community
as a whole in Northern Illinois. Together with Mark
Turk and Amy Bloomberg, I have put JJC on the map
with JUF, JCC, JCFS and BBYO. The results of this
beginning were reflected this past Sunday when the
very first BBYO Southern Community Meeting of 12
youth was held in Joliet, in OUR BUILDING.

By creating a loving and open space for conversation and relevancy in Judaism for our everchanging population, I seek to develop the wisdom
to understand those things that need to change and
those things that need to stay the same. The ideals
on which this community have been built can continue to include new and accessible concepts of Spirituality support the individual’s personal practice of Judaism and leads one to enter the heart of Torah and
the gifts of our faith and culture.

I have also worked together with Jewish
Children & Family Services to create social services
accessibility and education for our area, thanks to
the help of Diane Halvani and the Caring Bridges
program of learning. We will now be able to reach
out to those in grief and provide counseling and care
to congregants in our community that feel isolated
and alone.

It is my goal that we continue to apply our
capacity for Love, balanced with Wisdom, to bring
about even more growth and cohesiveness in our
congregation than we have shown in the past. My
goal as your Spiritual Leader in Joliet is for us to become progressively more relevant than in the recent
past and to continue to grow — to manifest JJC’s
potential as a strong and healthy congregation.

Taking my place in the Will County and
Southern Suburban Community, I look forward to
creating solid relationships with the other Rabbi’s in
the area and creating programs with the leaders of
other faiths, such as last year’s interfaith events. In
addition, I will continue to serve on the Food and
Shelter Board of Will County.

We have done a lot. It is a good start. We
can do better. We can use our presence in the community as an example of generosity and learning.
We can think ahead to how we might become a partner with more of our community agencies and lead
our area in giving, education and service.
I pride myself of being a hands-on Rabbi. I
have enjoyed being an integral part of the Spaghetti
Dinner, the Open House, and the Hanukkah Bazaar.
I have never been afraid to get my hands dirty and
to get the job done. In fact, this commitment to service is a thread throughout my entire professional
career of being in service to others.
For those of you whom I have gotten to
know, I am so grateful for the connections we have
made and the ability to provide constant and compassionate leadership. For those who have yet to get
to know me, I’m offering you a hint into who I am.
The two qualities that I seek to exemplify in my role
as Rabbi are Love and Wisdom. My mentor Rabbi
Joseph Gelberman stated, “Love allows change. Wisdom explains it. Love and Wisdom together capitalize
on it. Love and wisdom, when united, are spiritually
powerful allies directing our actions into the fulfilling

I am always here to listen.
We have so much more to look forward to
together. We have many simchas and enriching
events already on the calendar, including an upcoming event with Tal Schnieder, the Israeli reporter. We
are tri-sponsoring this event by partnering with the
Beth Shalom B’nai Zaken Ethiopian Hebrew Congregation in Chicago and Shir Tikvah Homewood Synagogues; and additionally, we will be hosting Tal
Schneider in OUR BUILDING.
Our doors are open. We are here for others.
We will continue to increase the awareness of our
presence in Joliet and to be an example of the Jewish tenants of Charity, Education, and Service.
Again I want to say Thank You to the entire
congregation for the privilege of leading and serving
you. I offer blessings for health, hope, joy, and healing for us all.
Rabbi Jenny

PRESIDENTS CORNER
An old Jewish proverb states, “Sugar in the
mouth won’t help if you’re bitter in the heart.” The
new guidance in the recent JUF magazine (Clean
Speech Illinois) indicates that many of us may be
suffering from a bitter heart. This suffering can only
be resolved by ourselves.
We need to be mindful not only of what we
say but how we say it. As the workbook states quot-

ing philosopher Solomon Gabirol, “I can retract what
I did not say, but I cannot retract what I’ve already
said.” So let’s think seriously before we talk and
maybe we won’t have as many hurt feelings and actually end up finding that we really like and respect
others more and are able to work together and in
the end work toward solving our mutually more serious problems. In Deuteronomy 16:18, “You should
run after righteousness with your words; with your
mouth you should speak only what is in your heart.”
let’s work to tame our bitter hearts.

HADASSAH BOOK CLUB
Thank you to Myra for a lively discussion of
Steph J. Dubner’s book, Turbulent Souls. Thanks to
Monica Wendy for running the Zoom and ordering
several extra copies! Keep those numbers handy,
we'll be using them again on Tuesday, Dec. 7th
when we discuss All the Light We Cannot See by
Anthony Doerr. Louise Freeman has volunteered to
lead this discussion.
This novel won both the Pulitzer Prize for Fiction
and the Andrew Carnegie Medal for Excellence in
Fiction in 2015. It is set in occupied France during
WWII centering on a blind French girl and a German
boy whose paths eventually cross. It's over 500
pages so, we have plenty of time to read it!

Please join us or Lunch & Learn as Rabbi Rubovits
leads the discussion on Thursdays at Noon unless
otherwise stated. Bring your own dairy sandwich
unless otherwise announced. We’ll provide water,
chips & dessert. Attendees should be fully masked.
You can still participate via Zoom.
FACILITIES USAGE
Some of us have become complacent and
are failing to notify the staff and kitchen committee
when we are planning an event. Attached is a reminder copy of the form. If you are planning a life
cycle event, program or celebration that involves
utilizing the Social Hall or kitchen this form must be
used. Thank you for your cooperation.

THANK YOU

The Spaghetti Dinner was wonderful! A big thank
you to the chairmen who work so very hard: Louise
Freeman, Ashley Freeman, and Stacie Friedman, Bakery; the team of Wendy Berman and Robin

English, Auction & Raffle; and Mark Turk, Place
mats. Thank you to Beth for her hard work and being
my right arm. Without all our volunteers, donors, and
friends, we could not continue to have the dinner
which brings such good PR to our Congregation. To
everyone who worked, sold tickets, bought
raffle tickets, baked, and donated items –
thank you! I t doesn’t take a village to accomplish
things when you have our Joliet Jewish Congregation
Family. We appreciated all your hard work, dedication, and passion.
The cost of the food increased; yet, our expenses are
negligible because many members cover the costs of
the dinner. Thank you to those who donate necessary items and helped cover the expenses, especially
our major sponsor Mark Brown and other sponsors:
Harriet Barnett, Judy & Mike Block, Louise &
Bob Freeman, Ashley & Ben Freeman, Bonnie &
Mike Freeman, Stacie & Steve Friedman, Roselyn & Mark Horwitz, Jim Kaplan, Abe Ordman,
Joyce Orloff, Fran Parker, Pat & Sam Rosefsky,
Bea Scholar, Dr. Gary & Linda Trager, and Celeste & Mark Turk.
If you haven’t sent your money in yet for tickets,
silent auction items or sponsorships, please do so we
can close our books. Our numbers as of now are
looking better than ever. To those who missed it, we
had a lot of fun and enjoyed the great food. Hope
you plan on joining us next year!
We need
you. Thank you Everyone!
To quote Bea Scholar, “After all these years, I’ve
never seen so many smiling, happy faces. As people
came in and bought tickets, many thanked me for
having the dinner this year. They look forward to it
every year. And as they left they were still smiling
and stopped at the table to thank me again saying
the food is so good and everyone is so nice. They
wanted to know why we don’t have more than one a
year. They really missed it last year!”
Dianne Parker
Chairman

The Hanukkah Blessings for Candles is included in the newsletter. First candle is lit
the evening of Sunday, November 28th.

PERSONAL THANKS
Celeste & I are honored and humbled by the
recent Friday night reception in honor of our 50th
anniversary. A big thank you to all who planned and
prepared it, all who assisted with the Tree of Life
leaf, and to all who attended. We’ve had 50 good
years and appreciate the support of all our friends.
As an aside, 50 years ago, Pearl Pufeles
baked our wedding cake and gave us the topper
which resides in our freezer and for our anniversaries
it comes out and we take a taste and it goes back in
the freezer. Shown below is a picture of the cake
after 50 years and it too has lasted 50 years and we
hope to enjoy it for many more years.
Again, thank you to all our friends & family.
Mark Turk

RECIPE OF THE MONTH
This month’s recipe is great for holiday gettogethers. The famous Carrot Ring recipe of Elizabeth Turk, of Special memory. Elizabeth or Bobbie
as she was known was an artist, teacher, wife,
mother, grandmother, an active congregant and although not a great cook, did have a few good recipes. So work at grating the carrots and make the
ring and think of Bobbie with each tasty bite.

A HEALTHY JEW IS A HAPPY JEW
Join us for a fun, informative and challenging 8-week
class presented by Dr. Monica Wendy Swire. Dates
and times are listed on the calendar. RSVP to:
jolietjewish1@gmail.com. See attached flyer for more
information.

COVID-19 REQUIREMENTS:
ALL PERSONS ENTERING THE
SYNAGOGUE REGARDLESS OF
VACCINATION STATUS
MUST WEAR A MASK.
THIS POLICY IS SUBJECT TO ANY NEW
STATE OR LOCAL REGULATORY CHANGES

TO ALL CONGREGANTS
A big thank you and congratulations to Spaghetti Dinner chair, Dianne Parker and all who
helped create a successful Spaghetti Dinner. Thank
you to all who donated, helped prepare, supervised
the raffle and silent auctions, and bought dinner tickets. A special thank you to all who worked in the
kitchen and Social Hall, and those who baked the
fabulous bake sale items and all who stayed and
cleaned up after the event. Thank you also to our
staff for all their hard work.
‘
This event proves that working together for
a hopeful positive result can and will produce an outstanding response.
Again thank you to all; well done. Together
we can, together we will succeed
Mark Turk

MARK YOUR CALENDARS
Cantor Jessica Tobacman presents - An Evening
of Jewish Music on Zoom on Saturday, December 11th at 7:00 PM.

Hattie & Harry Brown Funds

Yahrzeits
(Week of November 14-20)
Bea Scholar
11 Kislev
Dr. Gary Trager
11 Kislev
Mark Reiner
14 Kislev
Judy Krockey
15 Kislev
Janet Stone
16 Kislev
(Week of November 21-27)
Dr. Gary Trager
17 Kislev
Kay Resis
19 Kislev
Allen Pollock
19 Kislev
Lawrence Pollock
19 Kislev
Naomi Hershman
20 Kislev
(Week of November 28-December 4)
Ron Galowich
25 Kislev
Allen Pollock
25 Kislev
Lawrence Pollock
25 Kislev
Joyce Orloff
25 Kislev
Judy Krockey
25 Kislev
Joyce Orloff
26 Kislev

Recovery

November
November
November
November
November

15
15
18
19
20

November
November
November
November
November

21
23
23
23
24

In Honor of Mark & Celeste Turk on their 50th Wedding Anniversary
 Mrs. Harriet Barnett
 Dr. & Mrs. Bernard Kliska
 Mrs. Sydney Scholar

November
November
November
November
November
November

28
29
28
28
29
30

Memorial

The Yahrzeit light is lit on the evening before
the date noted above.
Yahrzeit lights will be lit on our Memorial Tablets in memory of:
Week of November 14-20:
Mrs.
Kathryn (Kay) Fisher, Russell Hyman, Morris
Wiener, Sidney Maddis, Mrs. Helen Lipman, Joe
Starkman, Mrs. Eda Baskin, Mortimer Berkovitz,
Miss Ruth Berlinsky, William Rose
Week of November 21-27: Isadore Berman, Bessie Field, Steven Pollock, Claude B.
Rubens, Albert Berest, Carol S. Lewis, Samuel
Saxon, Jacob Herschman, Annie Melcher, Nettie
Fisher, Dr. Lawrence J. Bonn
Week of November 28-December 4: Julies J. Rubens, Ben Levin, Louis Aronson, Lillian
Pollock, Louis Galowich, Leon T. Gross, Delia
Orloff, Mrs. Max Miller, Albert Terry, Miriam
Brown, Samuel Rosen, Norma Eisen

UPCOMING PROGRAM
Tal Schneider, Times of Israel Political & Diplomatic Correspondent will present at program at
Joliet Jewish Congregation on Monday, December 13th at 7:00 PM. More details to follow.
GIFT SHOP
Shop our gift shop.
New
items have arrived, come check them
out! Shop for you, for a gift, or for a
special occasion.
Contact Jan at 630-531-7885
or Beth during office hours M-F from 11 AM-3PM.



None

Happy Day

In Memory of Dr. Pete Nichols
 Mr. & Mrs. Jim Hillman

SCRIP
A new order form will be included in the next newsletter. Thank you to all who participate in this program

ONGOING FUNDRAISERS
Joliet Jewish Congregation collects inkjet cartridges & cell phones
to recycle. Please drop them off at
the office.
We also have a newspaper recycling container at the Campbell St.
entrance.

HELP THE JOLIET NOON LIONS
Please bring in pop top tabs, old
keys, used glasses & hearing aids
and leave in the office.
Help the Lions help those in
need.

BOARD MEMBERS WANTED
Want to give back to your synagogue? Apply
to be a Board member. Contribute your time and talents to help your congregation thrive.
If you are interested, please call President
Mark Turk, 815-922-4065, for a copy of what is expected of a Board member.

Joliet Jewish Congregation
250 N. Midland Avenue
Joliet, IL 60435
(815) 741- 4600

Please support the following advertisers—For more information please call (815) 741-4600

To advertise here
contact the office
815-741-4600
Kipco Restaurants
Robert Freeman
4010 West 211th Street
Ben Freeman
Matteson, IL 60443
Owner/Operator
Office 708.964.2196
Fax 708.964.2913
robert.freeman@partners.mcd.com

To advertise here
contact the office
815-741-4600

